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After my dad died, I discovered I had this terrible sadness that was the result of both parents 

being gone.  When Brenda’s mom died eight years later, that feeling returned, but was even more 

intense; as her mom was the very last parent left, and was a mom to me for more years than I had 

with my biological mother. This is what it felt to be orphaned.  It certainly was not like the dire 

beginnings of Oliver Twist, or the many, many children who themselves were very young when 

they lost their parents.  But there definitely was that feeling of being left behind, and an 

emptiness which would never properly be filled again. 

So Jesus’ words about not leaving us orphaned cause my ears to perk up.  This passage of 

scripture feels personal to me, because I know loss.  I know that feeling of someone leaving, only 

to never return.  And as I look around this morning, I am convinced: you know this pain too.  

This scripture speaks to fears that we all have.  Even when there are many people around us, 

there are those times we feel very much alone. Jesus is speaking to us, to reassure us that, though 

we might feel alone at times, we are never abandoned.  

Looking at the background for today’s reading from John’s gospel, we can feel the pain of Jesus’ 

friends, who fear (and know, even if they can’t yet admit it) that Jesus will be leaving them. 

They get that this is not what Jesus wants, but what must be, especially when the social, 

religious, and political circumstances of that period of time are taken into account.  Jesus will be 

taken by arrest, trial, and execution.  Because bad things do happen to good people.  Because 

being prophetic means putting one’s life on the line.  Because the powers of evil try to have their 

own way.   

The ones who would be left behind feared the loss of someone who had become not only a 

friend, but a teacher and leader and, in some ways, a bit like a loving parent in their lives. What 

they were still in the process of grasping was that Jesus was more than another person, but, in 

fact, was the face of God to them. They had to sense this, even if they weren’t yet able to 

understand it. 

The fear of losing Jesus was the feeling deep down that God was turning away from them. Not 

only their relationship with Jesus, but their very faith was being shaken.  Jesus understood what 

they were feeling, even if they were struggling to identify and name their fears.  As followers of 

Jesus, they not only feared for him, but they realized that even being associated with him would 

be a threat on their lives.  What would happen to Jesus?  And what would happen to them? 

Our readings this morning seem to take on the fear of not knowing what to do or where to turn.  

In the reading from Acts, we hear how Paul walks among the Greeks, and gets to know enough 

about their culture that he does not insult them for their “unknown God,” but rather, helps them 

fill in the blank.  He helps them understand that the God they seek has a name…an identity…and 

even an earthly revelation. 

Likewise, in the Letter of 1 Peter, we discover that Christ’s purpose on earth was not to leave 

people feeling orphaned or abandoned, but rather to lead them to God who would always claim 

them, and always call them his children.  Our baptism links us forever with Jesus, giving us his 
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presence, his power, and most of all our salvation from the consequence and power of sin.  We 

are saved and set apart to do good in the name of Christ. 

The Psalmist reminds us that God has heard our prayers, even when we doubted.  Because God’s 

presence doesn’t depend on our believing it, but rather, it comes in spite of our unbelief.  God 

does not reject our prayers, nor will God withhold his love.   

There has never been a time or place where people did not wonder about human suffering; where 

they did not have doubts about their own lives and security.  Today’s readings help us begin to 

answer the question: “Where is God in all of this?” because God is with us, in the bad times as 

well as the good times. That’s where the role of this Spirit, this Advocate, comes in. The risen 

and ascended Jesus becomes available to us because he is not confined to time or space; but 

rather, is in our very midst. 

The very act of living places us in physical, mental, spiritual, and psychological tensions that are 

often out of our control. Life happens, but life includes not just joys, but times of pain and 

despair.  The gift of God-with-us means that nothing, not even the worst that this life can serve 

up, will ever separate us from God’s love.  The Advocate Jesus promises, that is, the Spirit Jesus 

gives, means that God’s love will always be here for us. We are not gods, but we will always be 

God’s people.  

That means we might well be amazed where the love of God in Christ is found.  And there is no 

situation, no tragedy, no trial, that can stand in the way of God reaching out to us.  I believe that 

God can make us whole, in spite of the brokenness in this world.  And God can bring about 

healing, even in the midst of pain and suffering.  

Jesus came to this earth to show the world that God is with us.  His mission and ministry to the 

world involved helping people see God and know God’s love.   

Though some 2,000 years separate our earthly lives from his, he continues to reach out to us 

through the promised Advocate—the Holy Spirit—that makes the Risen Christ available to us.  

Washed in the water of baptism, we are linked to the very water Jesus came through when he 

was baptized by John.  Nourished in the bread and wine, we are linked to Jesus forever in the 

grain and the fruit of God’s creation.  The Spirit—the very breath of God—that brought all 

things into existence, breathes life into us and assures us that Jesus is very much here for us 

today. 

It is humbling and an honor to know we are forever connected to Jesus, in the water, the wine 

and bread, and the word.  It is reassuring to know that Jesus reaches into our lives, so that we are 

never abandoned.  Jesus will not leave us orphaned because there is no span of time or space that 

can take away his ability to be present for us.  Hear the promise in the word and the sacraments.  

Hear the good news: Jesus is with you, today and always.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  


